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                   HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
          CHILDREN MISSING FROM EDUCATION POLICY
                           Mission Statement and School Values                                              
              At Holy Family we grow, learn and succeed in the footsteps of Jesus.
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Purpose
All children are entitled to a full-time education, regardless of their circumstances. Unfortunately, children missing from education (CME) risk underachieving, being victims of abuse, and not being in education, employment or training (NEET) in later life. The Local Authority (LA) has a legal duty to identify when there are CME and help them back into education. This policy ensures that Holy Family Catholic Primary School complies with statutory duties to identify, monitor, and support children who are missing from education (CME), to safeguard their welfare and promote their right to education.
Definition of Children Missing from Education (CME)

For the purpose of this policy, a CME is defined as a child or young person of compulsory academy age who is not attending school, not placed in alternative provision by an LA, and who is not receiving a suitable education elsewhere. This definition also includes children who are receiving an education, but one that is not suitable; this could include children who are not receiving full-time education suitable to their needs, e.g. age, ability, aptitude, special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
Why children miss education
The most common reasons for children missing education include the following:
 ( Failing to be registered at a school at the age of five
 ( Failing to make a successful transition
 ( Exclusion 
 ( Mid-year transfer of education provision 
 ( Families moving into a new area 
Legal Framework
This policy is informed by statutory guidance including the Education Act 1996, Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006, and the latest guidance on CME and health-related absence (Dec 2023). It aligns with OFSTED’s inspection framework priorities regarding safeguarding, attendance, and inclusion.

Roles and responsibilities 

The School 

Holy Family Catholic Primary School will enter pupils on the admissions register at the beginning of the first day on which it has been agreed by the school, or the day that the school has been notified, that the pupil will attend our school. 

In the event that a pupil fails to attend school on the agreed or notified date, we will undertake reasonable enquiries to establish the reason for this absence, and will consider notifying the LA at the earliest opportunity. 

We will keep an accurate and up-to-date admissions register by encouraging parents/carers to inform us of any changes. 

We will monitor pupils’ attendance through our daily register. 

We will agree with the LA what intervals are best to inform them of pupils who are regularly absent from school, or who have missed 10 academic days or more without permission. 

Where a pupil has not returned to school for 10 days after an authorised absence, or is absent from the without authorisation for twenty consecutive school days, we will remove the pupil from the admission register if we and the LA have failed to establish the whereabouts of the child after making reasonable enquiries. 

We will notify the LA if any pupil is to be deleted from the admission register in the circumstance outlined in Regulation 8 of the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 (as amended in 2016).

Pupils who remain on roll are not necessarily missing education, but will be monitored and attendance will be addressed when it is poor. 
School will provide information to the LA regarding standard transitions, if requested to do so by the LA. 
All staff will be responsible for alerting DSL or SBM/Office Manager if they suspect a child is missing from education.
School Business Manager or Office Manager will monitor attendance and follow up on absences and liaise with families and/or local authorities.

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) will lead on safeguarding concerns related to Children Missing from Education Cases.

Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team will have overall responsibility for this policy implementation and ensuring staff awareness.
The Local Authority 

Under the Education Act 1996, the LA has a duty to establish the identities of children in the area who are not registered pupils at a school and are not receiving education provision otherwise. 
When it is brought to the LA’s attention that a child may not be receiving a suitable education, the LA will serve notices on parents/carers to assure the LA that their child is receiving such an education.
The LA will issue an Attendance Orders to parents/carers who fail to assure the LA that their child is receiving a suitable education, and the LA believes that the child should attend school. 
The LA will prosecute parents/carers that do not comply with an Attendance Order. The LA will prosecute or fine parents/carers of school-registered children who fail to ensure their child attends school regularly. 
The LA will ensure that children identified as not receiving suitable education are returned to full-time education either at Holy Family or elsewhere. 
The LA will ensure that we demonstrate prompt action and effective early intervention procedures to ensure children are safe and receiving suitable education. 
The LA will apply to court for an Education Supervision Order for a CME. 
The LA will ensure that children who return to full-time education are appropriately supported, taking into account the reasons why they missed education in the first place. 
Pupils with EHCPs (Educational Health Care Plan), are able to be home educated. If the EHCP sets out the provision that the pupil should receive at home, or names a school where the provision will be received, but the parent/carer chooses to home educate the child, the LA will arrange the provision and ensure that it is suitable to the child’s special educational needs. The LA will review this statement annually. 
The LA is responsible for liaising and sharing information with other agencies to support children who miss education. 
The LA is responsible for referring to the LA children’s social care where there is concern for a child’s welfare, as well as the police if there is reason to suspect a crime has been committed.

Vulnerable Groups

We pay particular attention to children with SEND, those experiencing mental health challenges, or those from disadvantaged backgrounds, ensuring they receive tailored support to prevent CME.

We recognise that some families may be just above thresholds for Pupil Premium or FSM but still face barriers to regular attendance.
Parental Engagement
We communicate clearly with parents/carers about attendance expectations and the importance of regular education.

We involve parents and children in decisions about support and interventions.
Monitoring and Evaluation

The SLT will review attendance and CME cases regularly to identify patterns and improve practice.
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to changes in legislation or local circumstances.
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