
 
 
 
 
 
Reception Overview of Topics with Vocabulary 
 Autumn Term Match, Sort 

and 
Compare 

Talk about 
Measures 
and 
patterns  

It’s me 1, 2, 3  
 

Circles and 
Triangles  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Shapes with 
4 sides  

  

Vocabulary Match, same, 
different, 
pair, sort, 
compare, 
colour, set, 
odd one out, 
more, fewer, 
same 
amount, 
most, fewest, 
equal groups 

Big, small, 
long, short, 
thick, thin, 
taller, 
shorter, 
tallest, 
shortest, full, 
empty, 
heavy, light, 
equal 
weights, 
repeating 
pattern. 

1, 2, 3, 
altogether, 
combine, count, 
dice, dots, , 
fewer, loose 
parts, , number, 
one less, one 
more, order, 
subitise, less, 
represent, five-
frame, whole, 
part  
 

Above, 
behind, 
below, 
beside, 
between, 
circle, corner, 
curved, face, 
flat, in front, 
large, 
medium, next 
to, on, 
orientation, 
over, pointy, 
round, shape, 
straight, 
through, 
triangle, 
under. 

Count, 0, 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 
numeral, 
quantity, 

total, subitise, 
arrangement, 

arrange, 
represent, 
five-frame, 

count 
forwards and 
back, parts, 

whole, 
partition, 
add, after, 
take away, 

before, 
combine, how 

many? 

rectangle, 
square, 4, 2D 
shapes, sides, 
straight, 
corner, flat, 
large, 
medium, 
same, night, 
day, today, 
tomorrow, 
before, after. 

  

Spring Term Alive in 5 Mass & 
Capacity 
 

Growing 6, 7, 8 
 

Building 9 
& 10 
 

To 20 & 
Beyond 

   



Vocabulary Count back, 
fewer, 
altogether, 
parts, 
combinations, 
lighter, 
heavier, full, 
empty, deep, 
wide, shallow 
 
 
 

weigh, 
balances  
heavy, light  
scales, full, 
empty, half 
full, holds, 
container 

6, 7, 8  
(also see It’s 
me 1, 2 3 
Autumn term 

9, 10  
(also see It’s 
me 1, 2 3 
Autumn term) 

Zero, number, 
one, two, three 
… to twenty 
and beyond, 
teens, None, 
how many …?  
count, count 
(up) to, count 
on (from, to), 
count back 
(from, to) is 
the same as,  

   

Summer Term 
 

To 20 & 
Beyond 
 

How Many 
Now? 
 

Manipulate, 
compose & 
decompose 
 

Sharing & 
Grouping 
 

Visualise, 
Build & 
Map 

Make 
Connections 
 

Length Height 
& Time 

Explore 3D 
Shapes 

Vocabulary Zero, 
number, one, 
two, three … 
to twenty 
and beyond, 
teens, None, 
how many 
…?  
count, count 
(up) to, 
count on 
(from, to), 
count back 
(from, to) is 
the same as,  

guess how 
many …? 
estimate 
nearly close 
to about the 
same as just 
over, just 
under too 
many, too 
few enough, 
not enough  
 

rotate, 
manipulate, 
compose, 
decompose, 2D-
shapes, 3D-
shapes, copy,  
 

Sharing, 
grouping, 
odd, even, 
doubles  
 

repeating, 
replicate, 
describe, 
map, 
construct, 
rules  
 

Relationships  length, height, 
tall, high, 
longer, shorter, 
far, near, close, 
time, days of 
the week, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, etc, 
week, birthday, 
holiday, 
morning, 
afternoon, 
evening, night, 
today, 
yesterday, 
tomorrow, 

face, edge, cube 
pyramid sphere, 
cone, shape, flat, 
curved, straight, 
round, 
rotate, 
manipulate, 
compose, 
decompose, 2D-
shapes, 3D-
shapes, copy,  
 



 

before, after 
next, last, now, 
soon, early, 
late, hour, 
o’clock, clock, 
watch, hands 


